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The mu,.ic-theoretic reputation of Franyois-.Joseph 
Fitis is secure. To be 5ure, hi.s musical, hi5torical, 
and philosophical diseuaaions are 111arred at times by a 
penchant for pedantic bibliomania. And, given his i111-
pressively broad reading and scholar'5hip, he 5eem5 at 
ti-5 curiously casual in citing the works of other 
thinkers. Bryan Sill'IID.11 has observad th.i.s trait even in a 
matter 110 funduiental aa Ftltis · 5 implicit claim to have 
authored tho torm tonaliti. • Still, there is no gain­
.saying the 9randeur of Fetis's vision, and the histori­
cal importance of his having promulgated it vigorously 
and widely. 

Among significant compononta of that vi5.ion, the 
following three theses can be brought .into focus. 

l, Tonal�ti is �n Anschauung whereby human culturo,s 
perceive, art1.culate, and organize their various re­
lationships among tones, whether the tones be 5uc­
cessive or simultaneous. 

2. "Nature" does not provide us with the ratios of 
SJH.11. whole number", to be validated by philo,sophy, 
mathematic", or physics. a" • basi" for one and only 
one ·true• tonaliti. R•the:r. "N•tu:re• p:rovides hu­
mankind wit�• raw continullffl of pitche'5 (tim­
bres, dur•tiona, inten'5ities. etc.) 

J. From this musical State of Nature, diffe:rent humillfl 
cultures, with different Anschauungen, perforce per­
ceive, articulate, and organize tonal relationships 
in different systems, projecting a wide variety of 
� both geographically and historically. 

The three thoses are manifest in the following pa'5-
sage from the preface to the third edition of the 
� 9.!_ l'harmonie, where Fit.is is explaining, in 

1 Bryan Silllffls, "Charon. Fet.i5, and the Theory of 
Tonality,·� 19 (1975): 112-38. 
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