Music 230, Spectral Music, Debussy assignment’ due Jan. 
25, 2017
Name:

La mer, movement II, “Jeux de vagues”: Introduction (mm. 1–35)

The opening of the second of the three orchestral sketches La Mer (The Sea, 1905), entitled “Jeux de vagues” (Play of the Waves), is an outstanding example of Debussy’s mature style. Answer the following questions regarding the orchestral score (a two-piano version is also available at http://imslp.org/wiki/La_mer_%28Debussy,_Claude%29).

1) Explain how the each of the first three sections of “Jeux de vagues” express the unfolding of a single harmonic series above a fundamental.

a) mm. 1–8, [reh. 15], 

b) mm. 9–17 [reh. 16], and 

c) mm. 18–27 [reh. 17] 

2) What are the basic pitch collections (diatonic or otherwise) established in each of these three sections?

3) What are the most prominent motives in mm. 1–23, and how are they transformed as they shift from one pitch collection to another?

4) How might you explain the alternation of Bb dominant 9th chords with C, B, C# minor and C augmented triads in mm. 28–31 (reh. 18)?

5) How do you hear the descending trills in the bass on A#, G# and F# in mm. 32–35?

6) The movement ends in “waves” of E Lydian. How do these resolve some of the dissonances set up in the introduction?







